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When preparing for this mini lesson I was very nervous.  One thing that I have always struggled with is time management, so for me teaching a mini lesson on one topic in 10 minuets, I knew it was going to be a challenge.   After practicing for my friends (imaginary of course) I felt ready.  As I was telling my tablemates, "I often get nervous presenting in front of adults that I know," Doug added, "I get nervous because you all (educators) know what you are doing."  This is very true but should not be the case for any of us.

As I began teaching I realized that we are all on the same boat and no one would judge me, they would help me.  I chose this lesson because I think often times kids, and adults, forget who their audience is.  This lesson helps my students understand that sometimes you have to adjust your reasons and explanations based on your reader.  In this particular lesson I had everyone list characteristics that they felt was important in having a dog as a pet.  Then as a group we put them in order from most important to least important based on the audience (kids or parents).

After I was done teaching I wanted the group to be more aware of their audience.  Many of us have started writing pieces and several might of not considered their audience before beginning.  How can we write a piece and not know who we are writing to?  This is something that I struggle with but have slowly overcome. One thing I ask myself BEFORE I begin writing is, "Who will be reading this?"  In the piece "Tabs", I made a webpage dedicated to my sister.  On the page is a memory of her in my bedroom, many people reading it might not of known about that moment but they were not my audience, she was.  And after looking and reading the page she call me and said "thank you, that was awesome and I love you."  We often as readers read articles and not understand the content mainly because it was written for a different audience.  So before picking up that pencil please remember your audience and be aware that you need to address them.

